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2018 Nominating Committee Report The Nominating
Committee reports that the following nominations will be presented at the
2018 IMA Annual Meeting to be held August 3 - 5 in Sun Valley.

The following physician was nominated for a one-year term as specified
in the IMA Bylaws:

President-Elect – Beth Martin, MD, Pediatrics, Coeur d’Alene

The following physician has agreed to be a candidate for election for a
two-year term as specified in the IMA Bylaws:

Treasurer – Travis “T. J.” Kemp, MD, Orthopedic Surgery, Orthopedics,
Foot & Ankle, Meridian

The following physician has agreed to be a candidate for re-election for a
two-year term as specified in the IMA Bylaws:

AMA Delegate – Patrice Burgess, MD, Family Medicine, Boise

At an appropriate time, the Nominating Committee recommends a brief
statement by each of the candidates before voting by the House of
Delegates during the closing session on Sunday, August 5.

The IMA Bylaws provide that the current President-Elect, William
Woodhouse, MD, Family Medicine, Pocatello shall become
President automatically without further nominations or election by the
House of Delegates.

There is still time to register as a delegate for the IMA
Annual Meeting! Additional information and online registration is
available on the IMA website. If you have any questions, please contact
the IMA at 208-344-7888 or email rebecca@idmed.org.
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Who Drives the AMA? You Do The American Medical
Association (AMA) Council on Long Range Planning and Development,
has developed a survey that will help the AMA identify and better
understand important issues relevant to health care and the practice of
medicine.

Take the survey today at: http://bit.ly/ama2018stakeholder

The last day to complete the survey is August 31. You do not need to
complete the survey in one sitting. You can stop at any question and
return to complete it by using the same device with which you initially
began the survey.

If you have questions about the survey, contact Susan Close at
susan.close@ama-assn.org or (312) 464-4836. Should you
encounter any technical issues while taking the survey, contact
marketresearch@ama-assn.org or Andrea Houlihan at (312) 464-
2441.

[Back to Top]

Congratulations to the 2018 IMA Foundation Future Physicians of Idaho
Award Winners! Earlier in 2018, the Idaho Medical Association Foundation announced it would
make individual awards to medical students and residents based upon the following criteria:

Idaho Roots: Born and raised in Idaho, from a rural underserved area, educated in Idaho schools
Commitment to Return to Idaho: Demonstrated commitment to remaining in Idaho and ultimately
setting up or joining a practice in Idaho
Commitment to Rural and Underserved Idaho: The extent to which the applicant focuses on bringing
services and solutions to Idaho's rural and/or medically underserved populations
Specialty: The applicant’s chosen specialty and the need for that specialty in Idaho
Personal Statement: The strength of an applicant’s personal statement and the extent to which an
applicant’s goals further the goals of the IMA Foundation

The Foundation had a wonderful selection of applicants for both cohorts and the Foundation Board
ultimately selected the following medical students and residents for individual awards.

On behalf of IMA Foundation President Keith Davis, MD and the members of the IMA Foundation Board,
congratulations to the following award winners:

Luke Sugden, Western University of Health Sciences, Pomona, CA
Residency Program: ISU-Family Medicine Residency

Elynn Smith, University of Washington/Idaho WWAMI
Residency Program: Kootenai Health Family Medicine Residency

Nicholas James Hovda, University of Washington/Idaho WWAMI
Residency Program: Family Medicine Residency of Idaho, Caldwell Rural Training Track

http://www.miec.com/WHYMIEC/DIVIDENDS.aspx
http://bit.ly/ama2018stakeholder
mailto:susan.close@ama-assn.org
mailto:marketresearch@ama-assn.org
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Daniel Sterner, Touro University of Nevada
Residency Program: ISU Family Medicine Residency

Katherine Aguirre, Family Medicine Residency of Idaho, Magic Valley Rural Training Track
Post-Residency Employment: St. Luke’s Jerome Medical Center

Andrew Schweitzer, University of Washington, Boise, Psychiatry Residency Program
Post-Residency Employment: St. Luke’s Magic Valley Medical Center

Robert David Crouch, FMRI Magic Valley Rural Training Track
Post-Residency Employment: FMRI OB Fellowship then practice in Eastern Idaho

The Board was very impressed with all of the applicants and is truly thrilled with the caliber of new
physicians practicing in Idaho. Good luck to each of the recipients in the upcoming year!

[Back to Top]

Pre-Order 2019 Coding, Billing and Resource Manuals Today!

Do you want to accurately increase reimbursement? Or maybe just work with the secure knowledge that
your claims are coded appropriately and safe from payer audits? Make sure your coding and billing staff
have the most accurate information. As part of your membership, the Idaho Medical Association offers
most coding, billing and reference manuals at a significant discount. This saves you and your office
money when you provide your staff with the tools to help you ward off unwelcome challenges to your
revenue.

The CPT® book from AMA provides guidelines and illustrations throughout the book that other publishers
may not provide. The guidelines include information that is helpful to determine the most accurate code is
submitted for the procedure or service performed. We have increased our offerings from Optum 360° to
include Optum’s CPT® coding book. The Optum CPT® coding book costs significantly less than the AMA
book and is a good coding book to have as a backup for additional coders to use. However, it is missing
the guidelines and illustrations that can be found in the AMA book.

There are many resources that are specific to specialty coding as well, such as procedures in cardiology,
gastroenterology, obstetrics and gynecology and dermatology to name a few. There are resources that
explain modifiers and how they should be used as well as MACRA, HIPAA and more. The order form for
2019 publications is available on the IMA website.

If there is a particular book or type of book you don’t see but would like to purchase, contact us at 208-
344-7888. We are happy to help offices obtain the resources and materials at substantial discounts to keep
the money you work so hard to earn. If you prefer email communication, Rebecca Adams can be reached
at rebecca@idmed.org. Books will be shipped once they are released from the publisher. Please contact
us with any questions today!

[Back to Top]

Rural Health Care Access and Physician Incentive Program

Grant guidance and applications now available at:
www.ruralhealth.dhw.idaho.gov

Rural Health Care Access Program (RHCAP) seeks to improve access to primary medical and
dental care by strengthening healthcare systems, removing barriers, and developing partnerships to better
serve communities. Eligible applicants include non-profit and government entities. The area to be benefitted
must be located in a Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) or a medically underserved area (MUA). 
Applicants may request a maximum of $35,000 for one-year.

Grant categories include:

Community development
Telehealth projects
Other (such as recruitment and retention activities)

https://www.idmed.org/idaho/assets/files/Resources/BookOrder18.pdf
mailto:rebecca@idmed.org
http://www.ruralhealth.dhw.idaho.gov/
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Rural Physician Incentive Program (RPIP) offers an opportunity for loan repayment for rural
physicians providing primary care in a Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA).  Awards are made up to
$100,000 payable over a four-year period.

The physician must:

Accept Medicare and Medicaid patients within the capacity of the practice
Be Idaho medical board certified/board eligible
Be eligible for an unrestricted Idaho medical license

For more information:

Email: ruralhealth@dhw.idaho.gov
Phone: Tonne McCoy (208) 332-7944
Website: www.ruralhealth.dhw.idaho.gov

[Back to Top]

Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) Results Available The
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) released reports to show MIPS adjustments that will be applied
to 2019 Medicare reimbursement. If you participated in 2017 MIPS reporting, check this report to see if you
were successful in receiving an increase or remaining neutral for 2019 reimbursement.

September 30, 2018 is the deadline to request a review of the data if you find there is an error in the
report.

You can access your MIPS final score and performance feedback and request a targeted review by:

Going to the Quality Payment Program website
Logging in using your Enterprise Identity Management (EIDM) credentials; these are the same EIDM
credentials that allowed you to submit your MIPS data. Please refer to the EIDM User Guide for
additional details.

When evaluating a targeted review request, CMS will generally require additional documentation to support
the request. If your targeted review request is approved, CMS will update your final score and associated
payment adjustment (if applicable), as soon as technically feasible. CMS will determine the amount of the
upward payment adjustments after the conclusion of the targeted review submission period. Please note
that targeted review decisions are final and not eligible for further review.

For more information about how to request a targeted review, please refer to the Targeted Review of the
2019 Merit-based Incentive Payment System Payment Adjustment Fact Sheet and the Targeted Review of
2019 MIPS Payment Adjustment User Guide.

[Back to Top]

New Medicare Cards May Have QR Codes New Medicare cards may have a square
code, also referred to as a QR code (a type of machine-readable code). The QR codes on Medicare cards
allow the contractor who prints the cards to ensure the right card goes to the right person with Medicare or
Railroad Retirement Board (RRB) benefits. Providers cannot use it for any other purpose. The RRB issued
cards may have a QR code on the front of the card while all other Medicare patients may get a new card
with a QR code on the back of the cards. These are legitimate (official) Medicare cards.

QR Code:

   

mailto:ruralhealth@dhw.idaho.gov
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Information on the transition to the new Medicare Beneficiary identifier:

New MBI Get It, Use It MLN Matters® Article
Transition to New Medicare Numbers and Cards MLN Fact Sheet
New Medicare Card information website
New Medicare cards are in the mail website for people with Medicare
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Change in Medicare Taxonomy Codes Recently, Medicare added new specialty and sub-
specialty codes to further clarify the work that many physicians do. If this change affects you, the new
codes will need to be added to your Medicare enrollment and the enrollment updated.

Effective October 2, 2017:

Advanced Heart Failure and Transplant Cardiology (C7)
Medical Toxicology (C8)
Hematopoietic Cell Transplantation and Cellular Therapy (C9)

Effective October 1, 2018:

Medical Genetics and Genomics (D3)

[Back to Top]

Coding Corner: Medicaid Requires FP Modifier

The FP modifier, as defined by American Medical Association’s HCPCS Level II code, manual is for
services provided as part of family planning program.

The state of Idaho receives a portion of the money used to fund the Medicaid program from the federal
government. Approximately 70 percent of services paid by Medicaid are from federal dollars. The state
then supplies approximately 30 percent, making sure that some of our most vulnerable population receives
healthcare services.

Services provided for family planning however, receive additional money from the federal government. The
federal amount provided for family planning services is 90 percent and the state’s portion is 10 percent.
This represents a considerable savings to Idaho when these services are performed. To correctly capture
these services, the Idaho Division of Medicaid Policy has asked physicians and other providers to append
the FP modifier to all family planning services. Because the FP modifier does not affect reimbursement,
however, many offices are not using the modifier. This action, although not affecting reimbursement, is
contrary to required billing practices and may put physicians at risk for Civil Monetary Penalties (CMPs) if
audited by the Medicaid Program Integrity Unit. The FP modifier should be appended to all services that
delay or prevent pregnancy.

If the physician or practitioner provides split services (services where family planning is provided, as well
as services provided not related to family planning), the family planning service codes should have the FP
modifier and those where family planning was not provided would be submitted without the modifier.

For questions regarding family planning services, an article from CMS can be found at
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/sho16008.pdf. The Idaho Medicaid Provider
Handbook section in Allopathic and Osteopathic Physicians that deals with family planning guidelines can
be found here, on page 25 of 40. Section 2.20.2 is the section relevant to family planning services. If you
prefer to talk with your reimbursement team, Director of Reimbursement Teresa Cirelli, CPC, CPMA can be
reached by email at teresa@idmed.org. Reimbursement Specialist Kim Burgen, CPC, CPMA can be
reached by email at kim@idmed.org. If you prefer to give them a call, please call our main office number at
208-344-7888 during normal business hours.

[Back to Top]

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cms.gov_Outreach-2Dand-2DEducation_Medicare-2DLearning-2DNetwork-2DMLN_MLNMattersArticles_Downloads_SE18006.pdf&d=DwMFAg&c=iqeSLYkBTKTEV8nJYtdW_A&r=ZjCaCGCt3DaJ1utLjoJv6rK3m4RI01WIPx2jYFW55W-c3Nvo1LgNvQ5Q8ywATUZS&m=FWIzKrNt4KA-P1JF1crOvHNg-GfApRriXROO4aN7pvg&s=UJLHyiF5mgRKiyLP2CTm_wKrjBHvP2cs4sAeYInYnGM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cms.gov_Outreach-2Dand-2DEducation_Medicare-2DLearning-2DNetwork-2DMLN_MLNProducts_Downloads_TransitiontoNewMedicareNumbersandCards-2D909365.pdf&d=DwMFAg&c=iqeSLYkBTKTEV8nJYtdW_A&r=ZjCaCGCt3DaJ1utLjoJv6rK3m4RI01WIPx2jYFW55W-c3Nvo1LgNvQ5Q8ywATUZS&m=FWIzKrNt4KA-P1JF1crOvHNg-GfApRriXROO4aN7pvg&s=mBYsT3P1kuwbPKhc1CbxYLA5eoIgVWSPPr7i9xdl07I&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cms.gov_medicare_new-2Dmedicare-2Dcard_nmc-2Dhome.html&d=DwMFAg&c=iqeSLYkBTKTEV8nJYtdW_A&r=ZjCaCGCt3DaJ1utLjoJv6rK3m4RI01WIPx2jYFW55W-c3Nvo1LgNvQ5Q8ywATUZS&m=FWIzKrNt4KA-P1JF1crOvHNg-GfApRriXROO4aN7pvg&s=xngKbCGVQpmICkSSPHxNXgft4_Fy9wfEnS7FQ2BoVGM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.medicare.gov_newcard_&d=DwMFAg&c=iqeSLYkBTKTEV8nJYtdW_A&r=ZjCaCGCt3DaJ1utLjoJv6rK3m4RI01WIPx2jYFW55W-c3Nvo1LgNvQ5Q8ywATUZS&m=FWIzKrNt4KA-P1JF1crOvHNg-GfApRriXROO4aN7pvg&s=UpXjY_Ck7_2mFwti2Qo85XqE6u8hLowB4gYXmNFAbLg&e=
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/sho16008.pdf
https://www.idmedicaid.com/Provider%20Guidelines/Allopathic%20and%20Osteopathic%20Physicians.pdf#search=FP%20Modifier
mailto:teresa@idmed.org
mailto:kim@idmed.org


IMA Wire 7-1-2018

https://txma-ima.informz.net/...version/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9NjkzMzQ2OCZzdWJzY3JpYmVyaWQ9ODMzMjMzMDk1[7/5/2018 1:58:13 PM]

HCPCS Codes G9890 and G9891 As of April 1, 2018, HCPCS codes G9890 and G9891
changed. They are now used to report services performed under the Medicare Diabetes Prevention
Program.

G9890 – Medicare Diabetes Prevention bridge payment
G9891 – Attendance at sessions that are not associated with a performance goal.

The Medicare Diabetes Prevention Program is a newer program for Medicare beneficiaries who are at risk
of developing diabetes. More information can be found here.

Prior to April 1, the two codes were used to report quality indicators under the Medicare Incentive Payment
System or MIPS.

G9890 – Dilated macular exam performed, including documentation of the presence or absence of
macular thickening or geographic atrophy or hemorrhage and the level of macular degeneration
severity
G9891 – Documentation of medical reason(s) for not performing a dilated macular examination

Offices that have billed these codes in the past began receiving notices in June from Noridian Healthcare
Solutions, the Medicare claims processor for most practices in Idaho. The notice informs offices that from
January 1, 2018 to April 1, 2018, codes G9890 and G9891 were invalid codes. Beginning April 1, 2018,
the codes are valid for the Medicare Diabetes Prevention Program. If the codes were used to bill for any
services between January 1, 2018 and March 31, 2018, those services should be rebilled using the correct
codes. If you are a physician that was billing the quality measure for dilated macular examinations,
Measure 14, new codes would be as follows:

G9974 – Dilated macular exam performed, including documentation of the presence or absence of
macular thickening or geographic atrophy or hemorrhage AND the level of macular degeneration
severity
G9975 – Documentation of medical reason(s) for not performing a dilated macular examination
G9892 – Documentation of patient reason(s) for not performing a dilated macular examination
G9893 – Dilated macular exam was not performed, reason not otherwise specified

According to the information sent by Noridian; “If G9890 and G9891 were paid with a 01/01/2018 to
03/31/2018 date of service, providers should initiate a re-opening to adjust the codes to an applicable valid
code to prevent future issues.” Noridian is not performing a mass adjustment. For questions related to this
article or any reimbursement issues, please contact the IMA Reimbursement team at 208-344-7888 or
email Director of Reimbursement Teresa Cirelli, CPC, CPMA at teresa@idmed.org or Reimbursement
Specialist Kim Burgen, CPC, CPMA at kim@idmed.org.
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2018 Idaho Immunization Summit
October 11, 2018
8:00 am – 4:30 pm

Saint Alphonsus, McCleary Auditorium,
1055 N Curtis Road, Boise, Idaho

Costs:

Early Bird $50 (April 9 – July 31)
Regular $65 (August 1 – October 4)
Late/Same Day $80 (October 5 – 11)

Registration covers the Summit, educational credits, parking, and meals. Click here to register for the
summit.

To view the agenda, click here.

Have a question or need a scholarship?
Email: Karen Sharpnack at kjs@idahoimmune.org or call 208-961-1514.

https://innovation.cms.gov/initiatives/medicare-diabetes-prevention-program/
mailto:teresa@idmed.org
mailto:kim@idmed.org
https://idahoimmunizationsummit2017.eventsmart.com/events/idaho-immunization-summit-2018/
https://idahoimmunizationsummit2017.eventsmart.com/events/idaho-immunization-summit-2018/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MPVXvlJq0dolLH2jt_wo-We53uY4cAfp/view
mailto:kjs@idahoimmune.org
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Idaho Medical Association
P.O. Box 2668, 305 West Jefferson, Boise, ID 83701

Phone: (208) 344-7888 - Fax: (208) 344-7903 - Email: mail@idmed.org

Click here to choose the types of mailings that we send to you. 
Click here to Unsubscribe.
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